
HB17 Misinterprets the Federal Definition of “Foreign Adversaries” 

Under federal law, only individuals who have “engaged in a long-term pattern or serious instances of conduct 

significantly adverse to the national security of the United States or the safety of U.S. persons” can be 

classified as foreign adversaries. 

 

📌 Reference: https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-15/subtitle-B/chapter-VII/subchapter-E/part-791/subpart-A/section-791.4 

However, Texas House Bill 17 (HB17) wrongly expands this definition to include all individuals from 

certain countries—such as China, Iran, Russia, and North Korea—regardless of their actions, status, or 

intent. 

This broad and indiscriminate classification: 

 Misrepresents federal law; 
 Violates the principle of individual assessment; 
 And threatens the fair housing rights and civil liberties of lawful residents, students, and 

professionals who pose no national security risk. 

We must uphold constitutional protections and ensure laws target actual misconduct—not innocent individuals 

based on origin. 
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